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tamned. I want the clause to be definite and
to say that the price shall be fixed. The
reason why I seek the insertion of the words
'"subject as hereinafter prvdd is that I
propose to more a further amendment, namely
to strike out in the next line the words 'Ibut
with due regard to the prices to be charged by
millers for the products of wheat," with a,
view to the insertion of words establishing a
maximum price of 7s. and a minimum price of
5s. per bushel.

The PREMIER: I suggest that the better
course would be to let the clause go as it is,
for the present, and deal with it on re-com-
mittaL.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE: I
suggest that we now report progress, so that
the Leader of the Opposition may have an
opportunity of placing his amendment on
the Notice Paper.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I regret that the amend-
ment is not intelligible to members. It was
drafted by the gentleman who drafted the Bill,
namely the Solicitor General. It is not my
fault that the amendment does not appear on
the Notice Paper, since I asked the Solicitor
General to have it placed there, and be said he
would do so. I understand, however, that the
Premier told the Solicitor General it was
unnecessary.

The Premier : Well, the amendment is
so easily understood.

Honi. P. COLLIER: That is how it appears
to muc.

The PREMIER: When the Solicitor General
asked me whether it was -worth while printing
an addendunm to the Notice Paper for the
purpose of this amendmnent, I said it was not
worth while, as the amendment was so simple
-a question of a maximum of Ts, and a
minimum of 5s. per bushel for local consumap-
Lion.

Progress reported.

House adjourned at 10.36 p.
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The, PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUEENSLAND COLLIERY DISASTER.
Message in reply.

The PRESIDENT: I have to announce to
hon. members that I have received. the follow-
ing telegram fromi the Premier of Queensland
,fin answer to the telegram despatehed by
myself yesterday-

The President, Legislative Council.
Thanks for your wire respecting the appal-
ling disaster at M,%ount Mulligan. (Signed)
Theodore, Premier.

QUESTION-ARSITRATJON COURT
CASES.

Hon. J. DUTFELL asked the Mlinister for
Education :Wili the Minister lay on the Table
of the House a return showing-i, The
number of cases brought before the Arbitra-
tion Court since the 1st of January, 1913.
2, The number of eases which resulted in an
increase of wages, and the number in which
increases were refused. 3j The number of
cases in which the decisions of the Court were
deemed unsatisfactory by the workers, and
led to strikes or other action en their part. 4,
The number of cases which were deemed uin-
satisfactory by the employers, and what action
was taken by them in consequence. 5, The
number and amnount of fines inflicted by the
Court on -registered unions, and the amount
received in respect of such fines.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied-While it i~s not usual to furnish suck
returns, if the bon. member will move for a
return, and the House concurs, it will be fur-
nisbed, excepting the information asked for in
3 and 4 in respect of which there are no
offcial records from which the information
can be compiled.

QUESTION-STATE, RECEIVING HOME~.
Hon. A. LOYEKIN asked the Minister for

Education: 1, How many children are there at
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the State Receiving Home? 2, What are the
ages of the children? 3, How long has each
-child been an inmate of the Home?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied-i, 41 (25 girls and 16 boys). 2, Ages
range from 6 mouths to 17 years, 3, Average
period of residence-girls 62 days, boys 47
days

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.
On motion by Hon. A. H. Penton (for Hon.

J. Cornell), leave of absence for three conseen-
tire sittings of the House granted to Ron. T.
Moore (Central) onl time ground of urgent
private business.

BILL-RECIPROCAL ENFORCE'MENT
OF MAINTENANCE ORDERS.

Introduced by the Minister for Education
and read a first time.

BILLS (2)-THIRD READING.

2, Fisheries Act Amendment.
Passed.

2, Official Trustee.
'transmitted to the Assembly.

BILL-SUPPLY (No. 2), £542,000.

Second Reading.

The MINSTER FOR EDUCATION
(Hon. H1. 2Z Colebutch-East) [4.36]:
At the commencement of this session
a Supply Bill was passed covering the
-requirements of the Government for the
period of two mouths, namely, July
and August. The Bill now presented, covers
the requirements for the current month of
September. It had been thought that the
Buidget, together with the Estimates of re-
ceipts and expenditure for the year would
have been submitted before it was necessary
to bring this Supply Bill forward, although
it has been very unusual for a Budget to be
deliveredl at such anm early stage of the session.
As members will doubtless fully realise, the
task of the Treasurer in preparing the Bud-
get this year has been an unusually heavy one.
To) my personal knowledge the Treas~urer
has devoted a great deal of time and
attention to the Budget during the last few
weeks ip particular, and the work is now coml-
pleted. The Budget Speech will he dolireredl
on Tuesday next and it is necessary, pending
the passing of the Estimates and the Appro-
priation Bill, that Sunply shall be granted
covering thre month of September. I move-

That the Bill be now read a secondi time.

Hion. J. J. HOLMERfF (North) r4.391:
Owing to an unfortitnate set of circumi-
stances, I n-as unable to he present when the
A ddress-in-reply was before thin Chamber.
As I did not have an opportunity of giving

expression to some of my views on that occa-
sion, I hope the lHouse will pardon me if I
have vomnewhat wore to say at the present
time than is usually the case. I ant re-
minded of a statement that appeared in the
Press when the last Supply Bill was before
thle House itwo months ago. According to
that statement, Mr. Lynn said: "I1 presume
this will be the- only opportunity we w~ill
have of offering any remarks upon the finan-
ces of the State. The Supply Bill will be
passed to-day and I understatid the Estimates
will be ready for presentation on the last
dlay of the session.'' Now this is the point
I wish to make. The Liader of the House
said: ''Later on, there will be another Sup-
ply Bill, if that is the case.'' Are we to
assume that, as we have a Supply Bill now,
as indicated by the Minister in his interjec-
tion, on the last day of the session we will
have the Estimates in the usual way?

Thle Minister for Education: I hope not.
Hon. J. J. HOLMES: I hope not too. On

many occasions the House has threatened to
take a determined stand in connection with
the finances, but for some unaccountable
reason it has always been put off till a more
convenient season. I amt ree-dy to take the
stand to-day, as I have always been, during
the last five years. I am ready to say that
thre present expenditure must cease and somle
attempt must be made to bring the -daily ex-
penditure within the limits of the daily re' -
enue. It may be necessary to say some hard
things during the course of this debate. So
far as tile individual members of the Min-
istry are concerned, I have a very great re-
gard for them in their private capacity. I
would do almost anything for them if they
were in difficulties; I would do almost any-
thing for them for health's sake, for in-
stance, and for their personal welfare. In
view of their record extending over the last
year or two, however, one has to contemnplate
their past actions and say that, while one
likes them personally, in the int6rests of the
State they should he extinguished politically.
I £10 not want to con~tuse the personal wvith
the political element. Politically, I say that
a large percentage of the Ministers to-day
have no justification for remaining in office,
for the simple reason that they have made
no attempt to carry out their promises. The
Supply Bill which we are asked to pass to
cover the mon1th's requirements represents a
sul of £542,000. No one knows better than
time Leader of the Rouse that the actual re-
quiremrents of time State are at least £100,000
more than thme sum asked for. On the basis
of last year's expenditure, and I understand
that this year's expenditure is more than
that of last year, the monthly requirements
amount to £E650,000 and nnt 042,000. it
will thus he seen that the Government are
nr'king the House for £100,000 less than they
know is necessary to enable them to carry on.

lion. E. 'Rose: What about economies?!
Hon, J1. .1. HOLMES: We -will sce about

the eononries later on. What is the nosition
of the State to-day? Apart from Treasury
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bills, which run into some millions, the in-
debteciness of the State on the 30th June
was about 42 million pounds.

Hon. A. Sanderson: Where do you get
those figures?'

Hon. S. J1. HOLM}25: Prom the quiarterly
"Statistical Abstract.'' The hou. member
will naderstand that I am using round figures.
On page 6 of the '"Abstract,'' however, th -
actual figures are given as £241,227,938, with-
out overdrafts at the London Westmninster
and] Parr's Bank, Treasniry bills, and so on.

lon. A. Sanderson: That is as at the 31st
December last.

lion. J. J. HOLMIES: There has been no
alteration since then that I can find. T
wrkled previously that apairt trout Trek a-
sury bills, which represent a consider-
ahle sunm of money and huge overdrafts
dlue to banks in London and elsewhere,
that, is the position as I fid it. Apart
froin that there is a Federal loan' in.
debteilness somewhere in the vicinity of 350
million pounds, and I presume this State is4
responsible for its quota. On a per capita cal-
culation, our proportion of that 350 millions
would be about 20 millions sterling. Now the
question arises as to how this forty odd mnil-
lions has been expended by the State. Has it
bet-n expendled in profitable eoncerns-revenue
en ruing concerns, interest en ruing concerus 1
Let me first of all deal with the railways.
Last year the railways sp-ent £237,375 more
than they cslimateed to sptend in Order to earn
£36.189 less than they estiniet to earn.
They were 9275,600 nuit in their caleulalioni
for the year, and yet to-tny we find the
Railway Department sendling out pilt-edued
imnvitatiomns to members of Parliament to visit
the Afid'lanl .1 naction workshops and lunch
iii the MAidland .1 uietion town hail.

H~on. A. Jr. H. San: Did not you go?
lHon. 3. J. HOLM.%ES: No. It is the only

invitation I have never replied to. I xvas
afraid to reply to it in ease I might say
something which would not lie complimentary.
However, that is the position: £275,000 out
in their calculations, and on the strength of
it a free lunch at Mfidland JTunction. If the
Government allow the affairs of the country
to be burlesqued in this inanner, I shiall not
be one to assist to lprovide the funds with
which to do0 it. I pass now to point Out how
the 42 millions of money has been spent and
what is being dlone with the works on which
it has been expendled. We have three-
quarters of a million to a millin of
ironey locked tip in the Wyndihnn M-\eat
Works and this season the Government were
afraid to open the doors. If they hil opened
the works andi carried on and slaughtered the
1.5,000 bead of cattle they estimated to
slaughter, the loss would have been £1653,000,
awl T can assure members that I ani not
talking without thme book. Tine Government.
hewever, kept the doors of the mecat works
closed, and they are facing a loss of £75,000
for interest and hinicing fndf.

lion. J. Ewing: It looks as if that willbe
the position for all time.

lion. J. J1. HOL~lCS: That is the posi-
tion at present. I took a deputation
to the Premier at the timec when the
Government intimated their intention not
to open the works tbis season, and
the Premier gave ine the figures, and I
was astounded. He rang his hell and asked
Mr. Shapeott to tell the General Manager,
Mfr. MeGhie, to give me all the iformiation,
and when I saw the facts I said to the Pre-
atier, "I cannot ask yen to op)en those
works. " By keeping the works closed we
were faced With a loss of £75,060O by way of
interest and sinking fund. If the works had
been operated, the loss for the year would
have been i16,5,0 00.

Honi. H. Stewart: What do you advise
should be done'?

Hon. J. :J. HOLMTES: The works could
handle only 16,000 head of cattle.

The Minister for Education: No; more,
titan that.

Hon. .1. J. HOLMES: Thart is all the
works could have handled this year.

The Minister for Education: They have
handled far more in one season.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: More cattle can be
handled at those works, only' on one con-
dition, and that is that the overseas steamers
are available to clear out the insulated chain-
hers. All that the Government proposed to
handle this year on the insulated space avail-
able was 1.5,000 head. I ask nmnmbers to
considler whether 15,000 head of cattle could
stand an interest and sinking fund charge of
£75,000? It wouldl mean that every bullock
that walked into the works would carry a
penalty Of £5 by way of interest and sinking
fundt a suin whicht would paralyse any in-
dustry.

Hon. H. Stewart: What should be done?
Hlon. J1. 3. HOLMES: There is only one

thing to be done; that is to sell the works at
any price and let someone else try to do
scmcething with them. What the squatters
were concerned about was that a private
company should Let hold of the works in-
stead of having them operating under State
enterprise. I speak on behalf of the pas-
toralists of Riniherley when I say that they
have- had experienmce . of State enterprise,
amid they have had experience of private anter-
prise, aind they can get more equitable treat-
mient fromt private enterprise than they can
fronm State enterprise whems it conies to a
business deaL.

Hon. C. F. Bsxter: Why do not the pastoral-
ists lease the works?

Hon. J. .1. HIOLMES: What, on a capital of
£El.R00,. with £75.000 interest and sinking
fund, a penalty of £5 per head for avert bul-
lock that passqes into the works! Why dlid the
Government buy the 15,000 bullocks this year
aind then not take delivery of them? They
purchased the bullocks for approximately £7
10s. on the average. If they had handled
thema, the only way the works could have been
made to pay, without makiag any profit, wouldT
have been for the sonuatters to have given
them the bulloas worth £7 ios., and an ad-
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tional sum of £3 10s. to take them over.
These are their own figures, viz., an estimated
loss of £163,000 on 15,0010 hullocks; an
average loss of £11 per head. This is the sort
of concern the money of the country is tangled
up with, and the sooner we get rid of the
works the better.

Hon. .1. Duffell: Whiat could the Government
get for them, £400,000?

Ron. J. J1. HOLMES: I would rather not
answer that question. I understand that theree
in a possibility of someone making an offer for
the works, fiad I do not want to fix any price
upon them. All I wish to say is thiat the
Goverrnent van never operate them to the
advantage of the State or of the parties con-
cerned. There are a number of people in the
dintrict dependent entirely on the sale of the-ir
cattle for bread and butter. The Government
have had to come to their assistance, and pro-
vidte sufficient mioney for them to carry on
until means can be found to treat their pro-
ducts either inside or outside the Wyndhant
Meat Works. We have no balance sh~eet f or
the Wynuiham 'Meat Works--at least I have
not been able to discover that a balanec sheet
was available-bat we have the Treasury
fig-ures, the debits and the credits, and I pro-
stne these are on revenue account and not on
capital account. The figures show that the
Treasury has debited the works for the year
ended the 30th June last with £676,417, and
has credited them for the same year with
£375,244. It will be seen that the Treasury
has financed the Wyndham Mfeat Works to the
extent of £301,273 daring the last finan-
cial year. I do not know whether it
was the quantity of meat on hand-

The 'Minister for Education: A lot of that
is capital account

Hon. J1. J. HOL'MES: These are the figures
given to us. Tim trouble is that we arc given
a Treasury statement and later the -Minister
comes along with an explanation that the
.statement is not correct, hut that certain de-
ductions and additions shouild he made. I
urge the Minister that if the Government
publish anything at all, they should publish
what is correct, andl if they cannot publish a
correct statement, then they should publish
nothing at all. I maintain that the Treasury
figures as published show that the Treasury
financed the Wyndham 'Meat Works last yea~r
to the extent of 1.10,173. If we harv, to
borrow money at 6%4 per rent., we cannot
afford to lock it up in a concern of this hind.
Now I pass to the State Steamship Service.
When the State steamships were introduced
on the North-West coast in the days of the
Labour Government, I was the only man on
the floor of this House, outside of Laboar
u-embers, w-ho stood uip and jnstified the Go-
vernment's action. I contended that a1
monopoly existed and that if it was good to
provide railways for one part of the State, it
was equally right where railways could not be
built, to provide ships. flowerer, after our
experience of the State steamships, I -repeat
that private companies operating on the 'North-
West epast are more equitable in their treat-

meat of clients than the State steainshil
service. The latter do not care how they run
whether they adhere to the time table or not
whether they carry goods or do not. They d1
exactly as they like. It appears to nie'thal
there is no public morality at all in eon
nection with any of the State trallial
concerns. They do just as they like. Thi
Treasury figures in connection with the Sta4
Atkcaui1hipS show that the debits for the yea'
were 13912,654, and the credits £275,943, Ac
cording to those figures; the Treasury fluanec6
the State steauishiips to the tune of £llti,72Z
for time year ended 30th June last, .\ No
wihat have we got to-day in the way of steam
ships? We have the ''Bamibra.'' I do aol
quite know who owns her; originmally shc(
wins a German ship loaned by the Fedoera
Government to the Western Auistralian Bat-
em meat, I believe. She is named the ' 'Barn
bra,'' but Someone recently remarked, ane
nmot without justification, that she should fn
been named the ''Beacon'' because she iva!
always to be found on a bank where beacon!
generally are, 'We have the "Enela'' run
mung on the south coast and. not earnini
grease for the engines. 'We have the 'Kan
garco."''When this vessel was purchased ni
were told She was to open tip the trade he
tween Fremantle, the North-West port,, an
Singapore. We have hart this vessel for fin(
years, and during that period she has heem
operating in foreign waters, profiteering. I
think the "Kangaroo'' made something- hum
a quarter of a million of mioney up[ to th(
termination of the n-ay, but T would like th(
Minister to tell us what she mnaa during thi
last 12 months. She n-as tied up in one ol
thre English ports for at least six months
rusting money all the time, waiting for,
charter whbich she never got. She went on t(
the herthL to load for Anstralia. Full rate!
,were asked and she got no cargo. Half-rate!
were asked and she got no cargo, and loi
weeks past she has been plugging oat tc
Australia in ballast at the rate of nine kenotb
ant hoar to run on our North-West roast
This coast is the most difficult in the worlri
owing to the 3Oft. rise and fall of tide. The
Minister himself hadl an experience of it lasi
yea r. Any steamer, to be successful on the(
North-West coast, must be able to (in 15
knots to get fronm one port to another, (other
wise she must miss the tide and lose the da
between each tidlal port. 'We were told five
years ago when the "Kangaroo'' began pro-
fiteering that she would he of no use onth
North-West coast. To-clay, when the Oor
erment can do nothing else with her-they
mnissed their opportunity to sell her at th
termination of the war-they intend to put
her into this impossible trade. We hare
visions of a semi -Parliamentary trip to the
Islands. I do not know who is going to pay
the expenses of the ship while the 'Ministev
or the trade representatives deliver public
addresses as to the possibilities of Western
Australia, probably with a. Bunbury potato
in one hand and a Gingin orange i the
other, offering them to the Javanese, the
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highest bidder to be the purchaser. The
possibilities of opening up trade with the
East have been reported upon by you, -.%r.
President. If the ship had been available
fire years ago and during the war period, we
might have established direct trade with, the
Islands. The business people of Australia,
however, are keen enough to go out and get
ay trade which is available, without having
a Government-owned ship and a Government
party to show thenm how to transact their
business. This is the kind of thing that is
going on. This is the kind of thing for
which this House is responsible. It is time
that the House realised its responsibility, and
said, ''This nonsense shall cease.'' Now 1
proceed to a~n examination of the balance-
sheet of the State steamship service. No
balance-sheet is available since the year
ended on the 30th June, 1920. The ''Kan-
garoo'' made things look ver& healthy up
to that date, but since that date no balance-
sheet is available. From the 1920 balance-
sheet I find that, taking the steamers at east,
less depreciation to the 30th June, 1916, the
value set upon those steamers is £,189,933.
Why dlid the Government cease depreciating
at the end of 1916? I should say that the
older the ships get, the greater the deprecia-
tion; but here we have in these balance-
sheets no depreciation since 1916. 1 would
like Mr. Lynn to tell the House what he
thinks the steamships are worth now. I an.
informed that there is one charter for the
''Kmngaroo'' when she reaches Fremnantle.
I understand that the State Government have
started out as a buyer of sheep f or the
Straits Settlements Government, and that
those sheep are to be shipped in the ''Kan-
garoo.'' I hope it is not correct that the
State Government are buying sheep in those
circumstances for shipment in the ''Kan-
garoo.'' If the officer who I am told is
making the purchase on behalf of the Gov-
ernment is allowed to purchase the sheep, I
fear very much that there will be trouble
between the Western Australian Govern-
ment and the Straits Settlements Govern-
nment. One would expect a man going out to
buy sheep to know at all events the head of
the animall fronm its tail. I quiestion if the
officer concerned knows more than that,
and I ask the L~eader of the House.
to look into the matter, which is of
serious importance. Now I come to
the State Sawmills, in which we have
o. vast amotunt locked up. Again no balance
sheet is available. If some of the balance
sheets -can be prodt~ed without audit, why
cannot the rest be produiced without audit?
The State Sawmnills were financed by the
State Treasury lest year to the extent of
£763,94o, and the Treasury credit of
the sawmills for tlhe same period stands at
£712,249. The net result is that the Treasury
last Year financed the State Sawmills to the
extent of £:41,666. We cannot get to the bot-
tow, of the matter until we have the balance
sheet. Probably w e shall not get the balance
sheet until the close of the session.

The Minister for Education: The balance
sheets will be supplied within a few days.

en. 3. J. HOLMES: We cannot borrow
money at 6Y2 per cent, to be put into floor-
ing boards, wflieh are to be seasoned and
then are to wait some years for a purchaser.
We cannot afford to be cutting timber for
stock. I understand that the only way to
cut timber p~rofitably is to get an order first,
and to cut it in large quantities and deliver
it straight off the saw into the trucks for
immediate shipment. Next I conie to the
money invested in the State Imiplement
Works, on which we are paying interest and
sinking fund every day of the week. In this
instance the balance sheet is available. To
begin with, the Treasury last year financed
that undertaking to the extent of £248,173,
and the Treasury got back from the works
£173,869. There again we appear to have an
additional amount of £75,609 locked up in
machinery, machinery which may or may rot
be sold. From the naudited balance sheet
which is available, I find that the present
capital value of the State Implement Works
is £111,412. But the =ctual capital invested
in the works is £231,644. The Governnment
have already had to write off more than half
the invested capital-write off £120,232. That
amount has been, written off the work;, but
the Treasurer still pays interest on it. The
wotks themnselves pay interest on the lesvr
anmount, £111,000; but the Treasurer pays in-
terest on the full amount of £231,000. To use
the expression of the Minister in charge of the
works, ''after all the flap doodle,'' and all
the writing down of £120,000, we get a loss
of £1,526 12s. 3d. for the year. But what
would be the loss if interest on the £120,000,
written off were charged? What would be the
loss if we realised the scrap iron and the
stock at NXorth Fremnantle, and put the true
value oil those things? These are questions
which we ought to consider. According to
the Treasury figures, the Treasury financed
these enterprises last Year to the extent of ap-
proximately half-a-million. I repeat, can we
finance four concerns of that description, bor-
rowing money at 6'A per cent, to the extent
of half.million in a year? When we conie
to analyse Ministers' public utteraneps,
what do we find? Within the last six months
the Treasurer has said that the State trading
concerns were a nightmare to him. At a
later stage he said there was nothing to
worry about in the State trading concenis,
but that the trouble lay somewhere else. Thu
member for Northi-East Fremantle (Ron. W.
C. Angwin) subsequently made the Treasurer
admit on the floor of the House that the
State trading concerns since their inceptiqi
had paid £250,000 into revenue. flut the
Treasurer should have said that the £250 ,001
referred to came from the steamer ''Kanga-
roo,'' and that the ''Kangaroo'' had made
all that money, and that the ''Kangaroo''
had carried the whole of the State trading

cocrstp to that date. But there
isn Kangaroo'' to-day carryingte

State tradling concerns. 'On the eon-
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trary, the taxpa'yer of th is country
has to carry the "'Kangaron " while.
she plugs out from Eng1landI at the rate of ninec
knots an hour, not even frvt'rlht?d. In reply
to the member for North-East Fr-mantle the
Treasurer further Said that last year tile
'State trading concerns had paid £E7,700) into
rtvenule. But then, we are told by the Lea~er
-of this Hlouse that that is nt revenue. The
Leader of this ]louse says that the amount
of £7,700 represents surplus capita], and not
revenue at all.

The Mfinister for Education: I said it was
.not profit.

Rlon. j. J. HOLMIES: These are the facts;
these are the published figures. The gentle -
men "-ho make these statemeats are the gen-
tlien who conie to us to-day and ask for a
sumi of £540,000 in order to carry on for a
mouth-well knowing, as I know, as you,
Mr. President, know-that they really want
1050,000. That is on the bashs of last year's
figures. If I can get any support in this
House, until there is some definite undertakc-
ing from the Government that they wilt face
the position, 'Ministers will not get £3540,000,
or £50,000, or £5,000). I have shorwn how thie
Iorrowedl money has been invested in non-
paying oern(Tis. [1 comle now to thle fact
that dluring ree*nt years this State has bor-
rowed. five millions of money to pay expenses.
7P sound business borrowed money must pro-
(bee interest. When onee conmes to borrow
five millions in order to pay expenlses, there
is only one end, and that is bankruptcy. If
any lion, mnember as an individual borrows
money to lire upon, he must know that it he
keeps onl borrowing for that plurlose, it means
eveutimllv the bankruptcy court. If a comn-
bintion of persons P1o it, or if a State does
it, or if an enmpire does it, there is only one
alternative, and that is lhaulruptcy. Never-
thelesq, in re-cnt years we have borrowed a
sumn of fire millions sterling to pay our ex-
pc-ase. ('anl 3V0.o0o eople carry all this
interest ? Can thle 300,000 people he ex-

1 ,eetedl to remain Silent muc-h longer. Pe r-
sonally I in0 not think thiey van. If we cal-
culate interest on the five millions borrowed
to pay expenses with, then thmeimteresit on
the deficit alone amounts to £1,000 13cr day.
The daily expenditure for the last four years
was approximately £2,000 more than tin'
reveuue. As a matter of fact, to use round
figures, the daily revenue for last year was ap-
proxilmateir £23,000 f or six days a week, and
the daily expenditure approximately £E25,000.
I said four Years ago that this State was4
slipping back at the rate of £2,000 per dlay.
The Leader of the House replied that either
what I stated, or I mnyself-1. care not which,
the hion. gentleuian has said so nmany hard
th~ingsg to inc-was a monument of error.
But now, after thme lapse of tour years, T ami
"here proving to the lion. gentleman that what
I said has come true. It is all very well to
talk about what shiold be dlone by thle Oov-
eranment. This Government will not do ay-
thinif except just let affairs meander on. It
is up to this House to say what shall be

done. Mr. Stewart has on tile Not ice Paper
a motion which represents a step in the right
dhe,.ction, via., redluction in Parliamentary
salaries, but which does not go tar enough.
Some lion. members have complained that
there is nothing Rpeeiflc about the motion.
However, "lien we conie to the motion I
shall move an amendment which will mnake
it specific enough. At a point when this
country was ''right up against it' -and
every member knew of that fact-we in-
creased our salaries by 33 per cent. We
thereupon founL ourselves faced by a rail-
way strike and a Public Service strike and
sundry other strikes. Those troubles can he
traced back absolutely to the action of Par-
liument in raising the salaries of mnembers
by 33 per Cent.

Hort. A. H4. Panton: Parliament should
take the lead.

Ron. J1. .1. -HOLMIES: That is just where
I come in. Parliament should lead the pub-
lic by reducing Parliameutary salaries. How-
ever, we can deal w-ith that question later.
There is coming before us a certain hm-
portent Bill which found no mention, as well
it might have found, in the Govecrnor's
Speech. It appears that we are to have a
Parliamentary Standing Committee on Pub-
lie Works. Sucel a commit tee is to be brought
into existence, and I presuie- its members
are to be paid.

Hon. A. Sanderson: They will want pay-
am ea1t.

Hion. J. J. HOLMES: Personally- I am not
going to be a poarty to the appointment of
a committee to do those things for wvhieh
'Ministers are paid to accept the responsi-
bility.

The PR ES] DENT: I do not think the
hon. ineniber is in order in anticipating the
debate on the measure.

Hon. J1. J. HOLMEFS: I am merely indi-
eating that wheni the Bill conies along, it
will get a warmi reception from at all events
myself. I leave it at that for the present.
I would draw attention to the fact that we
have the Arbitration Court reducing hours
and increasing pay. Then we have the
appeal -ou~rt for pmublie servants. It is
not reducing hours, but it is increasing
pay. We have speicial paid tribunals all tend-
ing to bring about less work for more money.
Evert-body knows that the primary industries
cannot he carried on under existing con-
ditions. 'Whilst all these Courts are engaged
reducing hours% and increasing pay, we find
in the Governor's S9peech that the market
for wool-to say no thing about wheat which
i-4 to lie kept up1 by a Tictitious- pool; there
is to be free wheat in SNouth Australia and
pooled wheat in 'Western Australia.

The PRESIDENTr: The lion. member motiq
not dliscuss thepse mnatters, unless he connects
his remarks with the Bill.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: Surel Y the Arbitra-
tion Court anil the special court for public
servants are to be paid out of the funds pro-
vided in the Supply Bill now nier discus-
Sion.
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The PRESIDENT: If the hion. member
says so, well and good, but he was discussing
the mnerits of the courts.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: Who is to supply
the money for these courts? The men pro-
ducing wheat, wool, meat, base metals, pearl
shell, , sandalwood. All these products were
referred to in the Governor 's Speech; and
the Ministers advised the Governor, and we
heard it read in the Speech, that all these
industries are in a state of collapse. We
have the courts putting up wages and re-
ducing hours, although 'Ministers know that
the industries which have to exist under
those courts are in a state of collapse.

Hon. 1F. A. Baglin: The pastoralists are
not shoving up the price of meat, are they?

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: It is the duty of
the Government to govern, to interest them-
selves in the welfare and health and educa-
tion of the people to maintain law and order
and let it stop at that, allowing private en-
terprise to develop the industries. Whilst
we lhave men asking the Government to pro-
vide work, and deputations to the Premnier for
employment, everybody knows that men out
of work can get huge wages, £5 and £10 per
week, at shearing. Only last Thursday men
went out of the city prepared1 to work for
£5 per week as shed hands and £10 as
shearers, but when they reached the job there
were unionists ready to chase them away and
send them back to Perth, pay their train
fares and expenses to increase the unem-
ployed of Perth. I have every sinpathby for
the women and children, but if the Govern-
ment provide sustenance for the aen who
will not work-and if they want to work the
unions will not allow them to "-ork-there
will be trouble so far as I am concerned.
I have more confidence in this country
than I ever had previously. The mnore
I see of the country the more I am eon-
vinced that the American theory is correct,
which is that, provided we have the rainfall,
all land is Rood land. It is then only a ques-
tion of applying science to agriculture. Wo
have hundreds of thousands of acres of land
south of Geraldtn which could be made pro-
ductive, and which in turn would make our
national debt piere moonshine. But nobody
wants to work. No matter how good the
country mar be, no matter how good a ui
ness may be, yet if 'these things be badly
managed there is only one endl-bankruptcy.
I do not supxpose there are anywhere else In
the world 300,000 people with the opportuni'
ties that we have. Yet the country has been
ruined hr extravagance and bad manage.
ment and bad government, and the mem-
bers of this House are in a sense responsible
for it.

Hfon. A. H. Panton: Are you prepared to
chucek the Government out?

Hon. J. Cornell: They wouldn't go out.
Hon. J. 3. HOLMES: The day will come

when the People, if they do not fire out the
Government, will fire out the members of this
House, and be perfectly Justified in doing it.
r ala prepared to do anything that will com-

pel the Government to bring their daily ex-
penditure within their daily revenue. I op-
pose the second reading of the Bill.

Hon. J. CORNELL (South) [5.21]: 1 have.
little to say on the Bill. Duringf the Address-
in-reply I expressed my attitude towards the
Government: We would not be justified in
stopping Supply when the electors are con-
tent with the Government of the day. There.
is one aspect of the Bill I wish to touch
upon. I understand it is intended that the
Government shall irtilise the State steamer
"Xangaroo'' to open uip trade with the
Near East, -lava and the Straits Settlements-.
Muclh can be said for and against the notion
of the Government in granting for this pur-
pose free passes to people interested in trade.
I will leave that aspect of the question to
other critics. It is only wise that we should
endeavour to open up trade and intercourse
with our kindred beyond the seas. But there
is a phase of the position which I would
stress. These measures should have necessary
safeguards. The Government, in offering
facilities to traders to open uip connections
with the Near East, are in duty bound to go,
further and see to it that if there be any
buccaneers amnongst those trarlers there will
he such supervision as will prevent the buc-
caneers going to the length the -y have gone in
respect of Australian trade in South Africa.

The PRESTDENT: I think the lion. minm-
her lind better confine himself to the Supply
Bill. I do not see the jiatiral application of
his remarka

Hon. J. CORNELL: I understand that
part of the funds to be provided unider the
Supply Bill will be utilised in the direction
of despatehing the "Kangaroo'' to the Near
East.

The PRESIDENT: I did not gather that
from the hion. member's remarks.

Hop. J1. CORNELL: It is so, and I want
to point out to the Minister the damage which
a few unscrupulous traders can do. Tn South
Africa, where there is no direct representa-
tion of Australia, the Australian trade has
been so abused that Australian trailers and
goods are anathema to the local people. That
should not be so. I arrived at that opinion
in consequence of what I saw and heardr
in South Africa, and the opinion
has since been confirmed. In the,
middle of last month a business man of
South Africa informed me that there is a
movement throuighout South Africa to cut
out all Australian goods. I hone that in this
proposed venture to the Near East the neces-
sary safeguards will be taken, and that the
Giovernmnt will see to it that the people
with whom we desire to trade shall not be
excploited.

Question put and a division taken with the-
following result:-

Ayes . .. .15

Noes .. . .. 7

'Majority for .
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HOD. R.
Eon. P.
Hen. C-
HOn. H.
Hon. J.
Hon. J.
Hon. 3.
Hon. 3.

lion. E.
HOn. J.
HOD. A.
HOD. R.

A
0. Ardagh
A. Baglin
F. Baxter
P. Colebatch

Cornell
Cunningham

E. Dodd
Ewing

N
H. Harris
W. Kirwan
Lovesi
J. Lynn

"aS.
H
H
H
H
H
H

OHS

io.
iOn.
Ion.
ion.
ion.
iOn.
ion.

J. A. Greig
C. McKenzie
A. H. Panton
E. Rose
A. J. H. Saw
Hf. Stewart
J. 1Jul.11

(Toiler.)

Hon. 3 N Ichlo
Ho. A. San.derson
lion. J. J. Holmes

-(Teaer.)

Question thus passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee.
Bill passed through Committee without de-

bate, reported without amendment, and the
report adopted.

HILL--ELECTORAL
AMAENDMENT.

ACT

Received from the Assembly and read a
first time.

BILL-ADOPTION OF CHILDREN ACT
AMENDMEN T.
In Committee.

Resumed rorn the previous day, Hon. J.
Ewing in the Chair; the Minister for Edu-
cation in charge of the Bill.

The CHAIR'MAN! Progress was reported
yesterday on the motion of the Minister for
Education for the insertion of a new clause
to stand as Clause 3 as follows: ''The record
of any proceedings in the Supreme Court
under the principal Act shall not be open to
public inspection without the sanction of a
judge."'

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
reported progress yesterday in order that any
valid objections which might have been raised
by lion. members could be investigated.
There were two points at issue. One was as
to the course of action we propose to take
to protect the child so that its chances in
the way of receiving any property or money
that might be left to it might Dot be prej u-
diced at sme future date. The second point
was as to whether it was right that parents
who had a legitimate reason for desiring to
see the register should be put to the trouble
and expense of getting an order from the
judge. I have gone exhaustively into these
points with the Solicitor General and I think
the matter can be treated in such a way as
to meet the objections that have been raised,
and make the Adoption of Children Act
better in one particular than it was before.
With regard to the first point, it will be
obvious that if the a-lonting parent knew
that property had been left to a child, it

I
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would be easy enough for the parent to trace
the matter back and establish the identity of
the child. I take it what was desired was
that the legal representative of the person
wrho might bare left money or property should
be able to trace the matter forward, and find
out what had become of the child which had
lost its name and identity because of- its
adoption. Section 8 of the Registration of
Birth, Deaths, and Marriages Act Amend-
ment Act, 1914, provides-

When an order of adoption has been
made wider the Adoption of Children Act,
1896, the district registrar having the cus-
tody of the registry of the birth of such
child shall, on an application being made
in the prescribed form, and on payment of
the prescribed fee, make an entry on the
register in the prescribed manner of the
surname of the adopting parent conferred
on the child.

If the registrar is applied to, the particulars
can be put on the original certificate of birth.
If any person wishes in future to find out
what bas become of a child, who was origin-
ally known as so and so, he can go to the
registrar of births, deaths, and marriages,
and from the child's registration find out what
line become of it. I propose to submit a
new clause making it mandatory on the clerk
of courts, where the adoption is done, to for-
ward a notification to the registrar, and the
registrar will then be required to enter it up.
This will make the chain complete, and there
will be no difficulty in tracing the child. The
Solicitor General points out that he was very
careful, in putting in this new clause, to say
nothing about an order of the judge. If an
order of the judge is required some procedure
will be necessary to obtain it, though
not necessarily such an expensive one
as suggested by Mr. Holmes. What is con-
templated is that any person who desires to
search the records can go to the office of the
Supreme Court and pay his fee, and in the
ordinary course of events that -will be all.
If the new clause is agreed to the person will
be merely informed that the judge will see
him after the court has risen and he will get
the sanction to go on. It is not contemplated
that this will involve ay expense or un-
necessary delay.

HOn. J. Nicholson: -These things all in-
volve that.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: By
using the term ''Sanction of a judge'' it is
the opinion of the Solicitor General that the
sanction can be obtained without any ex-
pen se.

Hon. J. 'NICHOLSON: What the Leader
of the House has said will accomplish the
desired result so far as a child born in this
State is concerned, hut it would not assist
the child born outside the State. The name
of the child would not he entered in the regis-
ters in the other States or in the Old Coun-
try, wherever the child might have been born.

The Minister for Education: I do not see
how we can help that.
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lon. J. NJC2HOLSON: I agree that thle
offieers of the Supreme (ourt should send a
copy of tint order that is granted to the
Registrar General, but the record would only
have any effect in the case of a child born
within the State. 'Why should all this dlii-
rulty surround the searching of a record in
regard to an adloptedI child? Registers of
com11panies are open to the public for iii-
sp'ection. Why should not tine records of anl
adopted child be open to the public without
the sanction of a juldge!

lion. J1. Cornell: Are the police court
1 -cords Open] to the public?

Hon. A. Lovekin: There are so zinany
wicked people about.

lion. .1. N1CHOLSON: We should not
erect a hedge around records in this way.
We might impose a fee for searching the
record.

flon. J1. DI'FFELL: Whnilst appreciating
thne legal aspect placed beforet us by Mr.
-Nicholson, t am not going to pit my know.
ledge on a point suchk as he has raised against
the arguments hie advanced. I ani, however,
suticiently intelligent to realise that ther'
are circumstances Whicln should be strictly
kept secret so far as an adopted child is
concerned, and the Leader of the Rouse made
the position very clear yesterday afternoon
when hke cited an instance which might easily
happen. Ani adopted child might in the
courso of time attend a high school where a
muisehievons schoolmate on making a. discov-
ery might dectare that the chnild in question
was not the child shte was actually supposed
to be. In such a way the child might learn
for the first time that the peoplc whom' shte
regarded as her parents were not so in actual
fact. The effect of this can he innaginedl.
We therefore cannot be too careful ini hedg-
ing in anything pertaining to such children
in circumstances like those described. The
subject of matrimony was. raised by Dr. Sav
yesterday. That opens up the question of
environment. If a child has been brought
up in good surroundings, there is no0 reason
why secrecy should not be observed for all
time regarding the child's antecedents. My
fear is that busybodies may do considerable
mischief by acquiring and disclosing ifor-
nation which should remain secret. There-

fore I intend to support the new clause.
Hon. H. STEWART: WVe do not want

people, simply out of curiosity, to do an
injury or to hurt the feelings of aay child
that may have heen adopted. Onl the other
hiand, uinder this Bill1 cases may arise wrhere,
in the event of such a provision as that
suggested being inserted, the position will
lie made unduly hard. It is necessary to
consider the original Act and to hare regard
to what it does in connection with the
adopted child, and how the' amendment will
affect matters, In my opinion there is no
reason for adding the proposed new clause,
because Section 11 of the Act gives power
to make rules. IPader that section ample
peower is given to provide that registers
w-ill he kept, so that, as it is, we can insti-

tuite a system of registration and provide
for safeguards so that no harm may be done
in any instance. Sectiont 7 of that Act pro-
vides that an adopted child shal have the
legal status of a legitimate child of tile
People wrho are adopting it, but on reading
the proviso it will be found that there are
.three, subsections which limit the benelfits,
that ra1i be obtained by the adopted child.
SAection I1I of the principal Act can be
utilised to safeguard all classes of adopted
ohildren, and it is unnecessary to adopt this
special clause in the Bill. Section 7 provides
that an adopted child is to have the legal
status of a legitimate child, but the proviso
sets out the exceptions. I mention this fact
t!v show that, whereas tile clause in the first
instance conveys the impression that the
adopted child has all the legal status of the
legitinnate childl, there are these provisos
which restrict that status. I do not, of
course, say that it is not right that it should
he so, annd that these exceptions are not
correct, but it is as well for members to
understand that there are these exceptions.

lion, J1. Cornell: After adoption a man
can will property to the child so adiopted.

lon, 1II. TEWART: Under Section 9 it
is provided that it shall be lawful for anky
Judge of the Supreme Court in his discretion
to vary, reverse and discharge an order of
adooption whether made by himself or any
other Judge, subject to suchI terms and con-
dlitions as hie, thinks lit. Although the Rill
elinmintes the necessity for adding thne
adopted name, it does not specifically re-
mnove the original name. It would be very
wrong if it d1id. There would be instances
wht-re it woudhihe necessary to trace back
the birth of the child. Thle necessity for a
register is s4hown by Section 9 of the parent
Act. This demonstrates the fact that ne
mnust lie careful and not take drastic action
regardinig records. Section 11 of thle prin-
cipal Act, which gives authority to make
rules and( regulations, provides all the power
uccessare andi desirable.

Huon. A. LOVEKIN,: The M1inister has a
departmental file on which these and other
auwendrents aire put up. ]. saw that file and
J suggested that this particular amendment
wrins unmnieccsarv, for the reasons ndvaneed
by Mr. Stewart, namely, that what is sought
to be aehieved could bie dlone under Section
11 of the princ-ipal Act. On further inquiry
I found, however, that Section 11 does not
cover thne pnosition contemplated by this
amendment. Mr. Stewart says that Section
9 will also cover it. That section provides
that the -IJudge mray var~y, reverse or dis-
charge an order of adoption. It has nothing
whatever to do with registration, so that
Mr. Stewart 's contention does not hold
good. The amendment the Minister has
proposed says that the records of any pro-
ceedings in the Supreme Court shall not be
open to public inspection without thu sanc-
tion of a Judge. As to the necessity for
some such provision, it is muck to be re-
gretted that there are maliciously and
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evlydisposed people. I cannot account
for their attitude, but some of thorn
seem to take a delight iii making things
unipleasant for other,;. I will quote
case-s u'hid, have come before the officers
of the (lelartllnnt. In one ease a step-
mnother has beeni endeavouring to really
persecute two girls who are the adopted.
cildren of very respectable people. Those
people adopted the girls at the request of a.
dlying mother. The woman I complain of is
thie stepmother and is most vindictive
towards these children.

Hion. A. Sanderson: Hlow will the amiend-
,,ent help them?

Holl. A. LOVEKCtN: One of the girls is
engaged to be married all(1 this 'vouiar said
to hecr-' 'If you marry I will show these
people that you are not the child of so and
so. I will prove that you are so and so."
The girl in question-if 1 mentioned
the name, manny lion, members would know
the ease-was very much distressed.
Why should we leave it open to such a person
as this stepmother to secure a certificate to use
for some vindictive reason or other. There is
.another case, and here again I do not know
why sonic people desire to be so wicked. In
this instance the person sent to the Eastern
States for the birth certificate of a child to
show that it was illegitimate and sent it to me.
I do not want to encourage this sort of th ing,
andi if an amendment will prevent such pro-
ceedings, I will support it. The State wants
by every means possible to encourage the
adoption of children. It is for the benefit of
the children themselves as well as for the
State. Last year there were 87 adoptions and,
apart from the benefit to the children, that
meant a saving to the State of £22,000.
Parents who adopt these children have a
strung objection to carrying on the name of
their forebears, and when persons adopt suech
a child they want to keep it quite clear as
their own child. We should guard then, if we
can. Members would be well advised if they
agreed to this proposal.

Hon. A. J1. H. SA W: I do not intend to
go into the question of heredity and environ-
ninent, for the Chairman would stop me if I
dlid. Nor do I want the veil of secrecy rudely
torn aside for the benefit of inquisitive eyes.I maintain that a. parent whose son or,
dlaughter who is engaged to marry one of
these people is entitled to know something of
that person and whose son or dlaughter that
person happens to be. Yesterday we were
under the impression that this involved a
costly procedure before the court, with a cer-
taiun amount of publicity. If it means that a
judge will give his sanction personally, either
hy word of mouth or by letter, it will over-
come the objection I hav e, end I will support
it.

Hon. If. STEWART: Section 9 of the prin-
vipiall Act provides for variations being mnade.
It has a general application and that seems
to ine to show that we are not justified in
c-overing uip the position irretrievably. I am
in agreemtent with Dr. Saw.

Hon. R. J1. Lynn: I would rather give the
M1inister discretionary power to deal with this
than anyone else.

Hon. II. STEWART: I do not want to ve
costs heaping tip.

Sitting susprndcd froin 6.1.5 to, 7.30 p.m.

Hon. . .1. 1 HOLMES: I mlove anl amend-
)reat-

That the new clause be amended by
striking out the words "ca judge'' with a
view to inserting '" the 'Master of the Sn-
prine Court.'

The Master of the Supreme Court is acces-
sible at all reasonable times, and although we
have the advice of the Crown Law Depart-
,,,ent that a judge is also accessible, we know
that a judge is supposed to lead a life of
seclusion. T think it would be preferable to
provide for this work being done by the
'Master of tile Supreme Court.

Amndnient put and jpassed

Hon. J. 3. HOLMES: I move-
That the words ''the Master of the Su-

preme Court'' be inserted.
Hon. 3I. 'Nicholson: I suggest that you

acid ''without the necessity of a formal
order.

lHon. J. J. HOLMES: I agree to the hon.
member 's suggestion.

Hont. J1. Duffell, What is the meaning of
''a formal order''?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
take it that the Master of the Supreme Court
would satisfy himself that the application
was a bona fide one and, being satisfied, would]
give his sanction.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Without the words
I have suggested, the Master might think it
necessary to go through all the procedure of
anl application to a judge and make a formal
order. All we want to do is to put a block
in the way of inquisitive people who might
desire to injure a child. Perhaps it would ho
better to stipulate that the sanction should
be in writing.

li on. A. SANDERSON: I would like to
onw the opinion of the Master of the Sit-

prenie Court. I suggest that it would lbe
well worth inquiring.

Hion. J. J. Holmes: Have we asked the
judgest

Hon. A. SANDERSON: That is ail en.
tirelv different matter. T an, opposed to the
amenidment arid, if it is defeated, I shall op-
pose the insertion of the new clause. The
provision will not hove the slightest effect
in preventing chatting women from talking
scandal. The Master of the Supreme Court
would have to be guided not by his own
private opinion but by certain rules. Surely
it would be quite permissible for not onl;'
a prospective mother-in-law but a possibly
prospective mnother-in-law to make inquiries
before things went too for. Ts this to be per.
initted or to be brushed aside?
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Hon. J. DUFFELL: Two years ago a.
select committee inquired into this very
question find this was the recomimendation.
If we make it clear that the authority from
the Master of the Supreme Court shall he in
writing it will meet the case.

The CHAIRMAN: That is not the amond-
meat before the Committee.

Hon. J. .1. HOLMNES: I ask leave to with-
draw my anmendiment in order to allow the
lion. member to more in the direction he has
indicated.

Amendment by leave withdrawn.

How. 3. DUFFELL: I move an amend-
nuct-

That the neWv clause be amended by
inserting after the word '4acin the
words ''in writing."

Amendment put and passed.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: I move a', amend-
ment-

That the wVords ''the Master of the Su-
prerne Court without the necessity of a
formal order'" be inserted.
Hon. T. COR'NELL: We have to look at

these amendments fron, the standpoint ot
the people who will have to interpret the
provision. it is proposed to stipulate that
there shall be no necessity for a formal
order, but from wvhomi

flon. J1. NXICHOLSO'N: The intention is
that the Master would give his sanction
in writing, but without it being nceisary to
make a formal Order.

Hon, A. LOV'EK[N: I move

That progress be reported.
My object is-

Tm6 CHAIRMAN: The hon. member can-
not discuss the motion.

Motion put and passed; Progress reported.

BILL-STATE CHILDREN ACT
A'MEND'MENT.

Recommittal.

On motion by Hon. A. Lovekin, Bill re-
committed for the purpose of considering
two new clauses.

In Committee.
Hon. J. Ewing in the Chair; Ilon. A.

Loyckin in charge of the Bill.
Hon. A. LOVEKIN: Last night the Min-

ister for Education said he would assent to
the recommittal of the Bill and agree to a
clause which he then refused to agree to, if
I could substantiate the statements T had
made regarding the attitude of two religious
bosdies. I now hold in my hand a letter
addressed to me to-day by the Right Reverend
Dr, Chnse, Roman Catholic Archbishop of
Perth, which reads-

Dear Mr. Lovekin,-I have no objection
-whatever to the magistrates of the Child-
ren's Court visiting our institutions when-

ever they so desire. The fact is that we
court inspection. We feel it will remove

-prejudice.

I have also a letter from the Right Reverendl
Dr. Riley, the Anglican Archbishop of Perth,
which bears to-day's date and reads-

Dear 31r. Lovekin,-This is the laud
of inspectors, and we cannot be surprised
that committees object to have any more.
We welcome the visits of some inspectors,
because they are sympathetic and give us
sometimes valuable hints. This is not al-
ways so. At the orphans. cs wye are always
glad to see visitors who ire interested in
the children, and for years there has been
a notice up saying that they can come on
iveek-days from 10 to 5 o'clock. We have
no objection at all to the magistrates n-ho
send in children cioming at any reasonable
time to see how the children are getting
on, if they do not comec as inspectors
armned with authority to give orders. We
endeavour to do what the Charities De-
partinent wrish, and you cam quite under-
stand that we cannot have another body
giving orders. I think this makes the posi-
tion clear.

Those letters are in effect what I told the
Conmmittee last night. I move-

That the followving be inserted to stand
as Clause 3: ''Section 17a of the State
Children Act, 1907-1911), is amended by
omitting the words 'authorised in that be-
half by the Governor.' '"

The -MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
do not propose to offer any objection what-
ever to the new clause, because, as I told
the Comnmittee last night, I an, quite pre-
pared to he bound by the wishes of these
two parties, who arc the only private parties
interestel. It was stated last night by Mr.
Lovekin that the p~eople who really objected
to the clause which he proposed were the
State Children Department, with regard to
their own institutions. I denied that state-
ument last night, and I now repeat the denial.
Whilst not opposing time newv clause, .I would
say that I take up that attitude because the
two churches have not to-day, either by their
Archbishops or by other means, approached
mnc in opposition to the new clause. I there-
fore take it that they are satisfied. I regret
that the letters read by 'Mr. Lovekin are not
so clear as hie thinks they are. The effect of
his ammendmnent will be to allow not only the
magistrate of the Children's Court, but any
member of that court, to visit any of these
institutions.

Hon. A. Lo'-ekin: Both the Archbishops
understand that.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: The
effect will be to authorise any of the 60
members of the Children's Court throughout
Australia to enter, visit, and inspect any of
these institutions, at any time, reasonable or
unreasonable. However, the Anglican and
the Catholic authorities are apparently satis-
fied with the position put forward by Mr.
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Lovekin, and therefore I have nothing fur-
ther to say.

Hon. A. LQVEKIN: Archbishop Clane
dotes use the word ''magistrates'' in his
letter, but the Children's Court consists of
nothing but magistrates.

The Minister for Education: The Act says,
'Magistrates and members.''

flea. A. LOVEKIN: Yes; but at the
time the Act was passed there were members
of the Children's Court who were not jus-
tices of the peace. Now all the members of
the Children's Courts are justices of the
pea-ce. Both, the Catholic Arehihishop and
tile Anglican Archbishop fully understand the
position.

Ilon. .J. Nicholson: Why not add to the
new clause the words ''at any reasonable
time''

Hon. J. CORNELL: I air inclined to
agree with the Leader of the Horse, who
has put the position very plainly. A certain
power is to be taken from the Governor, and
the members of the Children's Courts are to
be authorised to visit these institutions at
any time. The function of the Children's
Courts is to adjudicate in regard to children.
Those courts can commit children, but there
is no obligation to commit them to these
particular institutions. The proposal now is
to establish two kinds of inspection: one
being that already authorised by the law,
and the other being inspection by members
of Children's Courts. Front such an arrange-
ment conflict is likely to result.. It would
safeguard the House if tite section of the
Act were amended to provide that a special
magistrate might with the consent of the an-
thoritics, concerned enter, visit or inspect any
institution. I am not much enanioured of the
new clause moved by Mr. Lovekin. It would
he just as logical for ine as a justice of the
peace to havb the exclusive right to inspect
the Fremiantle gal.

Hton. J. DUFFELL: I hope the Committee
will 'upport the amendm~ent. The Leader of
the Houise has made it clear that the objec-
tionis lie raised last night have been over-
conme. Nobody' gives more time and atten-
tion to matters pertaining~ to the children 's
court than~ does Mr. Lovekin. We shall be
quite justified in assisting the hon, member
to get the Bill into proper shape.

Hon. .1. CINNLNOITAII: I cannot see
any need for the new clause. In the letters
received from both archbishops it has been
p'ointed out that they have no objection to
insp'ection. Theref -ore why should we have a
clause like this? The clause seenms to be
quite unnecessary. If there wa, any objlec-
tion to inspection, it would be time .to pro-
vide mnachiner' under which inspections could
be itiade. I hiave not heard of any difficulty
in respect of official visit, to the institutions.

Hon. 11. STEWART: The hon. member
has not told us why the new clause is re-
quiiredl. There is no necessity for it. Both

archbishops say they have no objection to in-
spection.

Hon. J. CORNELL: I should like to know
from MrI. Lovekin whether the Government,
who have power to give this order, have
placed any difficulty in the way of members
of thke court visiting the institutions, or
whether the parties responsible for the con-
trol of the institutions have raised any ob-
jection to legitimate visits of inspection.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN :T he Government
have been asked by members of the chil-
dren 's court if they would give authority
under Section 17 for the members of the
court to visit the institutions. The reply
was that the Government wonld be willing
to give authority for two lady members and
two male members of the court to pay such
visits. We say that is scarcely sufficient,
because it means putting all the work on ta
those four members. Unless I, as a member
of the court, am of the four referred to, I
cannot go to any of the institutions in pur-
suance of some particular case in which I
am interested, and so I have to ask one of
the four to act as nay deputy. We ask that
all members of the court be armed with the
same power. There cannot be any objection
to that. Those in control of the institutions
raise no objection to it. As one who, like
the other members of the court, is doing his
best for the children of the State, I hope
hon. members will agree to the new clause.

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: I expected Mr.
Lovekin to tell us whether he bad been re-
fused permaission to inspect. That is the
point. According to the communications read
her-e to-night, both archbishops definitely
state that they have no objection to inspec-
tion by a magistrate; but neither of the
archbishops says he is desirous that this
clause should be inserted in the Bill. That
should be taken into consideration.

Hon. A. Lovekin: They know that it is
the amendment we are dealing with.

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: But they do not
touch upon it. .They simply say they have
no objection to inspection. Mr. Lovekin ha
not made out a case. Ilo has not told us
that he has had trouble when desirous of
inspecting any of these places.

Hon. J1. CORNELL: Assuming that the
Government still persist in limiting autho-
rity of inspection to four members of the
court, and that other menmbers of the court
makie overtures to an institutipn, and the
institution says, ''Walk right in and in-
speet'-could the Government prevent it?

Hon. A. Lovekin: No, but you would not
get the members of the court to do that.

Ron. J. CORNELL: The Government have
more to do than granat pernmission for in-
spection. The Government have also to pro-
teet the institutions from those authorised to
inspect them. It is new proposed to take
away that authority and vest it in the chil-
dren's court.

854
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New clause pitt and a division taken with
the following result-

Ayes . . . .i

Noes.. . . .

Majority for .. 8

Ans.
Hon. H. P. Colebatch JH
Hon. J. Ohiffell H
Hon. E. H. Hrrs I
Hon. J. J. Holmes
Hon. R. 3. Lynn H
Hon. C. 'McKenzie

5on. J1. Nicholson
on. Z.
ron. A.
Ion, A.
lon. A.

Rose
Sanderson
J. H. Saw
Lovekin

(Teller.)

Note.
Hon. J. Cornell Hon. H. Stewart
Ron. J. Cunnnga I (Teller.)

New clause thus passed.

Ron. A. LOVEKIN: I move-

That a further new clause be added to
stand as Clause 3, as follows: -Sectioa 10
of thle State Children Act 1007-1919 is
amended by adding at the end of the sec-
tion the following, ''Provided that when
any recommendation has been made by
the court such recommendation shall not
be departed from without the consent of
the M1inister."1

W%,hen I spoke on this question' last night I
proposed to add a new clause which mem-
bers thought would make it of a mandatory
nature, and would take the administration
of the department out of the hands of the
officials. Although there was no such in-
tenition, I have looked further into the mnat-
ter and ascertained from the Minister that
the amendment would be agreed to by him
if it appeared in a modified form. Under this
proposed new clause, if the court makes a
recommendation the secretary of the depart-
mient may not interfere with it without the
approval of the Minister.

New clause put and passed; Bill again re-
ported with further amendments.

BILL-FRE'MANTLE LANDS.

Second Reading.
The )INISTER FOR EDUCATION (Hon.

H. P. Colebatch-East) [8.20] in moving
the second reading said: In 1912 the Frc-
-mantle 'Municipal Council under an Act
passed that year surrendered two reserves
which were to be set apart for the purpose
of erecting workers' homes. *These two re-
serves were, number 13533, bounded by Mfoore
street, High street, Amnherst street and
Edmund street, of an area of about 31/ acres,
and number 1532, which was a recrea-
tion ground in Broome street, having
an area of about 101% acres. The land was
subdivided into allotments and certain rights
of-way were set out on the plans. It is
now discovered that the land is not required
for the purpose for which it was set apart.

Hon, R. 3. Lynn: Nor is it suitable,
The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: That

is so. None of the land has been sub-divided
nor have the rights-ofway been made as was
provided on the plams. It is proposed to to-
vest this land in the Fremantle Municipal
Council. In exchange the council will sur-
render to the Crown for education purposes
the block of laud referred to in the schedule,
'nanmely lot 1697.

Hon. H. J. Lynn: 1h that a mutual arrange-
ment?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: En-
tirely. It is desired by all parties. The two
reserves that we have at present are of no
use for workers home purposes, and the Gov-
ernment have no use for them. The Fre-
mantle Council desires to get them back, and
to give us in place of them reserve number
16.97, containing 6 acres 1 rood 57 perches,
and situate between Park street and Ellen
street and Swanbnnrne street, east of the
public park. . It is at the end of the park.
The council desires to give us that area for
school purposes, and to take back the two
reserves whicl4 they previously surrendered.
for workers' home purposes. I move-

That the Bill be now read a second time.
Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Coinmittee.
Bill passed through Coimmittee without de-

bate, reported without amendment, and the
report adopted.

BILL-CORONERS ACT AMENDMENT.
Second reading.

The MIN1rISTER FOR EDUCATION (Hon.
H. P. Colebatch-East) [8.25] in moving
the second reading said: The purpose of this
Bill is to make two small amendments to the
Act that was passed lust session. The Act
generally has worked admirably, and has
been a great improvemeut on previous legis-
lation. One difficulty has arisen which I con-
fess I did not see at the time exactly how to
overcome. Section 5 of the Act provides:

The jurisdiction and powers in this Act
expressed to bb given to coroners may be
exercised to thle same extent and subject
to the same Conditions by a deputy coroner,
or a resident magistrate, or by a justice
acting as a coroner with the authority of!
the Attorney General.

One of the objects of the Act passed last
session was to (10 away with the practice
which had grown up of any Justice of the
Peace being called upon to act as coroner,
and instead to have suitable persons ap-
pointed as coroners. That has worked satis-
factorily in most eases, but it bas occurred
over and over again with sudden deaths that
in quests hare had to take place in remote
portions of the State, and it has been found
necessary for the Attorney General to an-
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thorise some person on the spot to act as
coroner. The Attorney General in Perth can
have very little knowledge of the persona re-
c~rnmended. In seine cases the inquest is
already over before it has been possible to
give the authority. In order to get over the
difficulty it is proposed to amend that section
by adding the words ''Or at the request or
with the authority of the resident magis-
trate." The.resident magistrate is the miost
suitable person to say which of the three or
four justices in a given locality' is the best
qualified to conduct an inquest. Another
amendment to the Act relates to Section 41
dealing with remuneration. It is as follows?

The fees to be paid to any medica prac-
titioner for attending at any inquest, and
for the making of any post mortem exam-
!nation, shall be fixed by scale to be pre-
scribed by the Attorney General from time
to time. Provided that-fl) no remunera-
tion shall be paid for the performnance ot
any post mnortemt examnation made with-
ouit the previous direction of the coroner,
andl

This is the sub-section which Fiar not been
found at all workable, and -which it is pro-
posed to eliminate-

(2) When the death has happened in a
public hospital or prison, no medical of-
ficer appointed with salary to attend such
public hospital or prison shall be entitledl
to such remuneration.

I understand that in the drafting of the
Coroners Act these words were copied from the
English Act, the -ircumstaices in England
being alt'gether different fromi what they
are here. The practice here prior to the
passing of the Act was that a scale of fees
was prescribed on the holding of post mortemn
exaniinations, and when the examinations
were held by the doctor of the hospital in
which the death had occurred bie only got half
fes. The passing of this legislation has cuit
him out of those altogether, with the result
that he has refusled to do Ihe work.
Someone else has, therefore, been called
u pon to do the work for full fees.
It is proposed to delete that sub-
clause altogether. It is enitirely an over-
siehit on my part that it ever got into the
Bill- I.gin not blame myself in the matter,
because I referred the Bill to the public health
authorities to see if there was anything in it
to which they' objected; but this matter
-missed detection. It is intended to make
another amendment to meet circumstances
that have recently arisen. The interpretation
clause reads-

''Coroner" inclndes a deputy coroner, a
resident magistrate, and a juistice author-
ised by the Attorney General to Act as a
coroner.

It is proposed to make provision so that
in the case of A vacancy in the office of the
Attorney General, this Act shall have effect as
if the words ''Minister for Justice'' were
inserted in the place of the words "Attorney
General'' wherever those words appear.

Without that it is open to doubt whether the
Minister for Justice is able to do those things
under the Coroners Act whiAh are rested in
the Attorney General. I mnove-

That the Bill be now read a second time.

Quest ion put and passed.
Bill read a second tinie.

In Committee, etc.
Bill passed through Committee wvithout de-

bate, reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

BUILDING SOCIETIES ACT AMEND-
MENT.

Second Reading.
The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION (Hlon.

IT. P. Colebatch-East) [8.351 in moving the
second reading said. The object of this Bill is
to make the Act passed last session com-
pulsory. As the law at present stand;,
societies formed under the Act of 1863 are
not compelled to become registered uinder the
niew Act, but may continue to carry on just as
if the new Act were not in existence. Under
the Bill, the societies n-hose rules and regula-
tions do not permit them to come tinder the
new Act will be compelled to alter their rules
and regulations so that they shall come under
the new law. Provision is also made for the
societies tinder the o1(1 Act on becoming incor-
porated under the new Act to transfer the
properties that arc vestedl in trustees, without
fees being charged. The only other provision
of the 'Bill enacts that when the auditor of
a society is a public auditor anpointed
uuder the provisions of the Friendly Societies
Act, 1S9-I, and the ('o-operative and Provi-
dent Societies Act, 1903, a second auditor
shlall not be required1. The Bill was the
subject of a good deal of discussion when it
was Inst before the Houlse, and it affects a
Point rnieu and discussedt by 'Mr. Nicholson
ait some length on that occasion. For that
reasonn T do not propose to proceed to the
C'omimittee stage this evening. I have not had
the opportunity of asking Mr. -Nicholson
whether lie has any objection to the present
Bill. No excetion was taken to it when it
was before another plave, but that is no reason
why there should not be ample opportunity to
consider it here. I move-

That the B3ill be now read a second time.
On nmot ion by Hon. A. Sanderson, debate

adljourned.

BITLL-NSPEFCTION OF BOrIERS
AND MACINERY.

Second Reading'.
The INISTER FOR EDUCATION (Hon.

H. P'. Colebatch-East) r8.381j in moving
the second rea-ding said: I shall be pleased
if the course adopted in connection with the
previous Bill is followed in regard to this
one. The Bill has come from another place
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and it has been exhaustively dealt with
there, but I have been informed that certain
persons, interested in the Bill, consider that
in one or two respects it might be amended.
If that be the case then by all means let us
give them ample opportunity of being heard.
If hon. members will look at the Bill they
will notice that against many of the clauses
are the words "new"~ or "altered." The
Bill re-enacts the Act of 1904, and except
where' the words "new" or "altered" are
printed in the margin, the existing law is
reproduced. It is. a consolidating measure,
and hon, members will agree that where
possible it is better to consolidate a
measure in this way rather than to put up a
long series of amendments. The main
features of the Bill provide for an inspec-
tion of boilers. The terni "boiler'' has bee"
enlarged to include any vessel used at a
pressure above the atmospheric pressure so
as to include boilers which have hitherto
not come within the law and bave been used
without safety appliances and have been the
cause of accidents. The term is also en-
larged to include air receivers, which are
similar to boilers, inasmuch as they carry a
high pressure, and also any vessel used
under steam pressure as a digester, which
often carries a pressure of from 50 to 60 lbs.
to the square inch. The provisions relating
to the inspection of machinery are sub-
stantially the existing law,.- but as regards
certain agricultural machinery and small
plants in outlying districts, where the cost
of inspection is too great to undertake with
the usual frequency, provision is made that
such plants having been once inspected may
have their certificates extended so as to
avoid such frequent inspections as have
hitherto been necessary. An alteration is
wade in the provision with regard to the
inspection of lifts. .At the present time
lifts have to be inspected once in every 12
months. A number of accidents have hap-
pened, though fortunately not many have
proved fatal.

Hon, A, Lovekin: Will the additional in-
51 )ection mean the appointment of more in-
specers'.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I do
not think so, but if it is necessary for the
protection of life that lifts should be in-
spect~d every six months, I for one will not
discuss whether that will involve the
appointment of an additional inspector or
not- Either it is desirable that lifts should
be inspected and be given certificates every
six months, or it is not desirable.

Hon. J1. .J. Holmes: I think it iA desirable-
The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: It

must be done, and it is no use raising the
question whether the work will involve the
appointment of another inspector.

.Hon. 3. J1. Holmes: Is it a fact that you
propose to prohibit the use of a pump with
which to inflate A, tyre unless the person
using it has a certificate9

The MVINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
do not think so. In the case of accidents

to persons, inspectors of machinery have
hitherto been at a disadvantage, inasmuch
as they have bad no legal recognition in the
case of coronial inquiries. It is now pro-
posed that an inspector shall be notified of
such inquiries, shall have the power to give
evidence himself, and call any witness whom
he may think desirable. This is merely
carrying out what we have done in regard
to many other pieces of legislation such as
mining inspection, factories and shops and
one or two others. Probably the most im-
portant alteration is in connection with the
certification of engine-drivers and boiler
attendants. At a recent conference held in
Sydney of chief inspectors and beads of
department;, it was decided that something
in the nature of uniformity throughout the
States was desirable, and with a view to
obtaining this, the whole position of uni-
formity of examination and certification of
drivers was carefully considered. The Bi3M
embraces the suggestions unanimously
arrived at by the conference, and it is hoped
that in a short time the other States will
come into line, The grading of certificates
has been slightly altered, and in every case
ample provision has been made for the guard-
ing of the rights of existing certificate
holders. With regard to the question of the
certification of boiler attendants, this has
been deemed necessary both in this State ajid
the others for years past and is thought to be
a step in the right direction. Since the in-
troduction. of internal combustion engines,
the utility of which, except for comparatively
small plants, was not contemplated when the
existing Act wat introduced, these plants arm
now being brought into use for much larger
powers, and especially in the case of suction
gas plants there are many complications
-which an inexperienced man may find diffi-
.cult to cope with. In connection with engine-
drivers' certificates, provision is made for
drivers of internal combustion engines axid
boiler attendants who have had experience
prior to the commencement of the Act to, ob-
tain service certificates, so that there will be
no hardship imposed upon such men who are
already in positions of this nature. As I have
said, I hope the consideration of the Bill will
he deferred so that those interested may hate
an opportunity of making such represent a-
tions as they may desire, and also because
there are members in this House who are
competent to discuss this question and who
may desire to hare ample opportunityf to
look into the Bill. It is essentially a Bill for
Committee consideration and it is not neces-
sary for me to labour the matter any fur-
ther. T move-I

That thet Bill be now read a second ti me.
On motion by Hon, RI. 3. Lynn, debate ad-

journed.

Mouse adjouned at 9 p.m.

$57


